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1. We, G20 Ministers of Environment and Climate, met in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to address 
environmental and climate challenges. The G20 represents over 80% of the world's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), 80% of the world population, as well as approximately 80% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions, material and energy use, and of 75% of waste generation, noting 
the varying contributions and circumstances among countries in the context of their respective 
efforts to promote sustainable development and eradicate poverty. In light of that, we reaffirm 
our respective commitments to scale up urgent action to address the crises and challenges 
posed by climate change, biodiversity loss, desertification, ocean and land degradation, drought 
and pollution.    

2. We are increasingly committed to addressing the crises and challenges above, given the 
irrefutable fact that climate change impacts are already being felt across the world, affecting 
vulnerable regions and countries more severely, with unprecedented floods, extreme droughts, 
above-average heat waves, and other events for which we are not yet fully prepared to deal 
with. We express deep solidarity for Brazil, as well as for other countries that have been 
affected by extreme weather events, including floods, severe droughts and wildfires. Human 
and environmental losses worldwide make it clear the urgent need to take greater action to 
respond to the new global reality.  

3. We acknowledge the cross-cutting nature of addressing climate change and the need for 
urgent actions to scale up, prioritize and mainstream mitigation and adaptation efforts by our 
governments, businesses, and society, in the wake of the widespread, significant and growing 
impacts of climate change. In this regard, we welcome the Brazilian Presidency’s initiative of 
the G20’s Task Force for the Global Mobilization Against Climate Change.  

4. We recall the 1992 Rio Earth Summit and note the related Rio Conventions:  the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). We further 
note the decisions of UNEA-6 and the recent "Rio Trio" initiative to foster collaboration among 
the Presidencies of the upcoming Conferences of the Parties to the CBD; the UNFCCC and the 
Paris Agreement; and the UNCCD. We are determined to ramp up our actions and engage 
actively in upcoming multilateral environmental meetings, such as the sessions of the 
Conferences of the Parties to the CBD in Cali, Colombia; the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement 
in Baku, Azerbaijan; and the UNCCD in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. We are also committed to engaging 
actively at the 5th session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to develop 
an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine 
environment, in Busan, Republic of Korea, and in the 3rd United Nations Ocean Conference in 
Nice, France. 



 
5. Mindful of our leadership role, we reaffirm our steadfast commitments, in pursuit of the 
objective of UNFCCC, to tackle climate change by strengthening the full and effective 
implementation of the Paris Agreement and its temperature goal, reflecting equity and the 
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in light of 
different national circumstances. We highlight the importance of ambitious action on all pillars 
of the Paris Agreement taking into account the best available science. 

6. We welcome and fully subscribe to the ambitious and balanced outcome at the UNClimate 
Change Conference in Dubai (COP28), the UAE Consensus and the outcomes of the First Global 
Stocktake under the Paris Agreement (GST-1). We highlight our support to the Presidencies of 
COP28, COP29 and COP30 in launching a set of activities (“Roadmap to Mission 1.5”) to 
significantly enhance international cooperation and the international enabling environment to 
stimulate ambition in the next round of nationally determined contributions, with a view to 
strengthening action and implementation over this critical decade. We pledge our support to 
the COP29 Presidency and commit to successful negotiations in Baku. We also pledge our 
support to the COP30 Presidency, in 2025.  

7. We reaffirm the commitment to the swift, full, and effective implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KM-GBF) adopted at the 15th Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity. We stress the importance of Parties to the 
CBD updating or revising national biodiversity strategies and action plans in alignment with the 
KM-GBF and its goals and targets by CBD COP-16 and we call for enhanced financial resources 
from all sources. 

8. We emphasize the need for a coordinated and effective response to environmental crises 
and challenges. We welcome the Brazilian Presidency's priority issues, recognizing the various 
interlinkages among Adaptation to climate change, Oceans, Payment for Ecosystem Services, 
Waste and Circular Economy. We highlight the multiple and significant environmental and 
climate benefits that can result from our decisive and collective action in each of these areas, 
such as scaling up actions in such a manner that bridges the ambition and the implementation 
gaps identified by the First Global Stocktake, consistent with our national policies and 
circumstances. We thank the Brazilian Presidency for their technical papers on the four 
selected priority issues.  

9. United in our commitment to sustainable development and the 2030 Agenda and its 
Sustainable Development Goals, reaffirming the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development, as well as declarations  adopted and initiatives  established in previous years, 
and building upon the discussions in the G20 Environment and Climate Sustainability Working 
Group (ECSWG) meetings, and the priorities set by Brazil as G20 Presidency, we share the 
following views:  

OCEANS  

10. Fully aware of the critical importance of the oceans for sustainable development and 

recognizing the fundamental role oceans play in ensuring climate stability and in addressing the 

adverse effects of climate change, we recognize that adequate financing and our increased 

efforts and appropriate planning and management are essential to ensure the protection of the 

marine environment and the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources and 
biodiversity.  



 

11. Determined to achieve SDG14, we are dedicated to conserving, restoring and sustainably 

using marine and coastal ecosystems to ensure safe, clean, healthy, and productive ocean and 
marine ecosystems. Our goal is to advance a just and sustainable blue/ocean-based economy, 

while supporting the resilience of communities and enhancing our understanding of the 

cumulative impacts of human activities on marine ecosystems. We aim to anticipate the 

consequences of planned activities, and mitigate or eliminate negative effects on sustainable 

development. Recognizing that marine pollution, including plastic pollution, adversely affects 
marine biological diversity and, as a consequence of this, the productivity of the marine 

economy, we are committed to unlocking the social, environmental, and economic benefits of 

ocean sustainability. To this end, we will work together to strengthen multilateral research on 

ocean protection, support ongoing processes, and promote innovative financing for the 
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources, and resolve to 

further strengthen multilateral cooperation.  

12. We acknowledge the importance of including ocean and coastal-related actions, as 

appropriate, in the preparation and implementation of our national climate and biodiversity 

plans and policies, including in our Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and National 

Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), in line with national circumstances and 

relevant mandates and recalling the nationally determined nature of NDCs and NBSAPs. We 
also acknowledge the importance of implementing, integrating and monitoring these actions 

in pursuance of their effectiveness.  

13. We recognize the importance of comprehensive Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) and 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM), among others, through bilateral and multilateral 
collaboration, and taking into account the interests of coastal States, to ensure a fair and 

equitable allocation of maritime activities. Aiming at balancing these interests and evaluating 
trade-offs in the face of growing demands for marine resources and the need to protect and 

restore biodiversity and coastal and marine ecosystems, we aim to promote such policies and 
tools, and to support others that wish to adopt similar approaches.  

14. Recognizing the urgent need to address the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction and building upon our Leaders’ 

consensus as reflected in the G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration, we call on all countries for 
the early entry into force, and implementation by the Parties, of the Agreement under the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 
Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement), 

emphasizing the necessity for enhanced international cooperation, capacity-building, technical 
assistance, and  financial support, particularly to developing countries.  

15. We commit to raise awareness, build capacity, and facilitate and encourage the meaningful 
participation of Indigenous Peoples, local communities, coastal communities, women and 

youth, in ocean and coastal conservation and restoration, decision-making and management 
efforts. To this end, we will endeavor to strengthen their involvement in marine issues, enhance 

ocean literacy and support ocean education initiatives to empower communities to respect the 

marine environment and preserve ocean cultures around the world.  

 



PAYMENT FOR ECOSYSTEM SERVICES (PES)  

16. We highlight the urgent need to step up efforts to conserve our biomes, halt and reverse 
biodiversity loss and restore ecosystems and their services. We stress the importance of 
enhanced efforts towards halting and reversing deforestation and forest degradation by 2030. 

We reaffirm the commitment to the swift, full and effective implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KM-GBF) adopted at the fifteenth Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and encourage incorporating the value of the 

wide range of ecosystem services, opportunity costs and negative externalities into decision-
making, as appropriate. We will consider efforts to mainstream natural capital accounting in 
our national accounts, where feasible and taking into account different national circumstances.  

17. To achieve these objectives, we will consider innovative economic tools, such as payments 

for ecosystem services, to support our efforts to conserve, restore and sustainably use natural 

resources, noting the important contributions of ecosystem services to the achievement of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication, including, but not limited to, soil fertility, 

erosion control, pollination and water supply.  

18. We recognize the importance of promoting payments for ecosystem services schemes and 

programs at a large scale, at all levels, in line with existing multilateral and other international 
commitments including on trade, and national policies and circumstances, and providing fair 

and equitable benefits to the individuals and communities that contribute to the provision of 

these services, including local communities and Indigenous Peoples, as applicable.  

19. We recognize that payments for ecosystem services schemes and programs should be 

developed in an inclusive and transparent manner, with the full and effective participation of 
relevant partners and stakeholders in their design and implementation, including of people in 

vulnerable situations, and taking into account the recognition of land tenure rights, where 

relevant and appropriate, and in accordance with national circumstances.  

20. We further stress the importance of increasing reliable long-term funding and promoting 

capacity building and technical cooperation to advance innovative financial mechanisms for 

nature.  

21. We encourage innovative mechanisms that seek to mobilize new and diverse sources of 

funding to pay for ecosystem services. As such, we take note of the plans to establish the 
Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) as presented by Brazil to the ECSWG and acknowledge 

the Facility as an innovative tool for forest conservation.  

ENHANCE ADAPTATION ACTION AND FINANCE IN THE CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE   

22. We are increasingly aware that climate change impacts are already being felt in every G20 

country and across the world, especially among the segments of the population that are already 

in vulnerable situations. We acknowledge the need for urgent action to scale up, prioritize and 

mainstream whole-of society and whole-of-economy adaptation in the wake of the widespread, 
significant, and growing impacts of climate change.  



23. We recognize the asymmetries within and among countries in adapting to the adverse 

impacts of climate change and promoting climate resilience. In this regard, we note the work 
of the G20 Task Force for the Global Mobilization Against Climate Change (TF-CLIMA) and of 

the Sustainable Finance Working Group (SFWG). We commit to scaling up all types of 

adaptation action. We also recognize that the costs of inaction are far greater than the costs of 

mitigation and adaptation, and that human and financial implications of climate change will 

increasingly impact everyone, with greater intensity the poorest and most vulnerable segments 
of the population. We acknowledge that adaptation action contributes to sustainable 

development and poverty eradication.  

24. We recognize the fundamental importance of mainstreaming adaptation at the highest 

level and into economic and development strategies and of addressing gaps, including finance, 
to implement adaptation measures at the required scale to manage and avoid the most 

threatening impacts from climate change. We emphasize, in particular, that public finance 

remains a key enabler for mobilizing other sources of climate finance, for adaptation actions. 

25. We commit to progressing the formulation and implementation of our own adaptation 

policies, whilst cooperating with other countries in building resilience and enhancing adaptive 
capacity to climate change, from the global to the local levels. We are committed to identifying 

mechanisms to expedite the implementation of measures that contribute to reducing climate 

vulnerabilities, enhancing adaptive capacities and strengthening the resilience of all societies, 

economies and ecosystems with special attention to the most vulnerable segments of the 

population, leaving no one behind.  

26. We resolve to work together to: (i) promote, as necessary and appropriate, the existing 

channels and initiatives aiming to build and to strengthen the scientific base and knowledge 

about climate in developing countries, as well as technical and institutional capacity for policy 

and project preparation; (ii) maintain climate adaptation at the highest level of attention in the 

G20 agenda and shift the present narrative of adaptation being unaffordable and  competing 

with development priorities to one where it is a central ingredient of social and economic 
development, in synergy with climate, economic and fiscal policies; (iii) explore ways to increase 

financing, in particular from public sources, for adaptation through existing channels to 

promote and to support efforts to mainstream climate adaptation at the highest political level, 

and to consider developing a dedicated framework or a platform for private investment for 

adaptation; and (iv) we also recognize the need to increase the role of private finance for 
adaptation, therefore we work with private sector representatives, multilateral and bilateral 

financing institutions and governments, to identify and to promote innovative financing 

mechanisms for adaptation, as appropriate, that can support implementation of countries' 

National Adaptation Plans, Policies and Strategies.  

WASTE & CIRCULAR ECONOMY  

27. As the world's largest economies, which generate, at different levels, around 75% of global 

waste and the majority of the global consumption of natural resources, we reaffirm our 

commitment to significantly reduce the generation of waste, including unmanaged and poorly 

managed waste, through zero waste and other initiatives. We prioritize the prevention and, 

where not possible, the reduction, reuse and recycling of waste in support of a circular 

economy. We are committed to significantly increasing the rates of environmentally sound 
waste management, considering national circumstances, needs and priorities, and recognize 

the importance of mobilizing resources and building partnerships that effectively help 



developing nations in this endeavor. 

 
28. We also recognize the need of continued efforts to tackle pollution at the national, regional 

and global levels to reduce its impacts on the environment and human health, and will promote 

sustainable consumption and production patterns to work towards the achievement of the 

sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources, the reduction of waste 

generation, including food loss and waste, as laid out in SDG 12, and the promotion  of a clean, 
healthy, and sustainable environment.  

29. We intend to invest in and showcase the opportunities brought by the shift to sustainable 

consumption and production approaches, including through circular economy, resource 

efficiency, biodiversity-friendly, clean/low-pollution strategies, bioeconomy, product design to 

facilitate repair, reuse and recycling, and innovative sustainable technologies, including 
through the sustainable use of biodiversity to generate positive outcomes for nature, the 

economy and society, in order to keep products in use for as long as possible.  

30. Recognizing the significant asymmetries among countries in capacities, resources and 

technologies for environmentally sound waste management and in the promotion of 

sustainable consumption and production patterns, including through circular economy, we 

recognize the need for mobilize new and additional resources from different sources and 

partnerships at all levels, including relevant and applicable commitments made under 

multilateral environmental agreements, such as the Basel Convention on Transboundary 

Movement of Hazardous Wastes, to support developing countries, including least developed 

countries and small islands developing states, to improve waste management and combat 
illegal traffic of waste.  

31. To respond to the need for a sustainable, inclusive and just transition to sustainable 

consumption and production approaches, including through circular economy, we will put in 

place policies that foster the creation of decent work and high-quality jobs, as well as the 

economic and social empowerment and protection of the workforce in the waste sector, 

including those in cooperative settings, particularly waste pickers, women, local communities 

and Indigenous Peoples, throughout value chains. We are committed to fostering the inclusion 

of the informal sector in policy design and implementation of circular economy measures, 

where applicable.  

32. Informing our policies and actions on the best available science, we highlight the process of 
establishing a new Intergovernmental Science-Policy Panel to contribute further to the sound 

management of chemicals and waste and to prevent pollution, and we will engage 

constructively in its ongoing negotiations.  

33. We acknowledge that addressing plastic pollution is critical, and will further engage and 

cooperate in sharing scientific knowledge, monitoring and measuring marine plastic litter, 
including microplastics and their impact, acknowledging existing initiatives, such as the G20 

Implementation Framework for Actions on Marine Plastic Litter, while recognizing, without 

prejudice to the ongoing negotiations, the need to support developing countries to address 

their plastic pollution challenges. 

34. Finally, we acknowledge the need to enhance our collective efforts to end plastic pollution 

and commit to working together with the ambition of concluding by the end of 2024 the 

negotiations of an ambitious, fair and transparent international legally binding instrument on 



plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, based on a comprehensive approach in 

line with the mandate of UNEA resolution 5/14. We will engage actively and constructively in 
the spirit of collaboration and consensus-building at the INC5 session in the Republic of Korea, 

building on the work of the previous INC sessions, held in Senegal, Uruguay, France, Kenya, 

Canada and Thailand. The future instrument should take into account relevant international 

obligations, including those related to international trade agreements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


